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ABSTRACT 

It has been noted that imminent threats of climatic changes and environmental degradation 

are posing significant challenges to sustainable growth and development on a global scale. 

Nigeria, being the most populous country in Africa and a significant contributor to 

greenhouse gas emissions, is not an exception. Understanding the problems hindering 

sustainable growth in which the implementation of the National Climate Change Act of 

2021 has been able to address or otherwise, has motivated this study. The study examined 

the theoretical exposition on the National Climate Change Act of 2021 on sustainable 

growth in Nigeria through critical review and analysis of some related literature, 

government documents and Climate Change Act. From the review, it has been found that 

National Climate Change Act of 2021 is aiming at the need to address critical issues of 

climate change in Nigeria; and that there are potential benefits in the implementation of 

the Act. Again, jobs are created, energy efficiency is increasing, and energy costs are 

reducing, all as a result of the implementation of the Act. On the basis of the findings, the 

study recommended that existing policies on Climate Change should be strengthened, 

ambitious targets should be set, relevant capacity built, a green financing facility should 

be established, and investment should be made in the area of research and development. 

 Keywords:  Climate Change, Sustainable Growth, Sustainable development, renewable 

energy technologies 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background to the Study 

The National Climate Change Act of 2021 is a legislation that seeks to establish 

a comprehensive framework for addressing climate change and promoting sustainable 

development in the country. The Act aims to provide a policy and institutional framework 

for the implementation of climate change adaptation and mitigation measures, and to ensure 

that the country's development goals are aligned with its climate change commitments. 

The legislation was prompted by the increasing recognition of the urgent need to 

address the effects of climate change, particularly in vulnerable countries like Nigeria. The 
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bill draws from a range of sources, including the country's commitments under the Paris 

Agreement on Climate Change, as well as existing national policies and initiatives on 

climate change and sustainable development. 

Several studies have highlighted the need for comprehensive climate change 

legislation, including the 2017’s Report of the Climate Change Commission entitled 

"Climate Change Assessment: effects, Vulnerabilities and Adaptation." The report 

highlights the urgent need for enhanced policy and institutional frameworks to address 

the effects of climate change in the country, and emphasise the importance of 

mainstreaming climate change considerations into all aspects of development planning and 

implementation. 

Other studies have also highlighted the potential benefits of climate change 

legislation for sustainable growth and development in Nigeria. For example, a 2019 report 

by the World Bank entitled "Enhancing Climate Change Adaptation in Agriculture and 

Water Resources Management" emphasises the importance of policy and institutional 

frameworks in promoting sustainable agriculture and water management practices that can 

help build resilience to climate change. 

Overall, the National Climate Change Act of 2021 represents an important step 

towards addressing the urgent challenge of climate change in Nigeria, and has the potential 

to promote sustainable growth and development in the country. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

The imminent threat of climatic changes and environmental degradation poses 

significant challenges to sustainable growth and development on a global scale. Nigeria, 

being the most populous country in Africa and a significant contributor to greenhouse 

gas emissions, is no exception. The National Climate Change Act of 2021 was enacted to 

address these environmental challenges and promote sustainability, resilience, and 

adaptation in Nigeria. Despite this proactive approach, there are still problems and gaps that 

need to be addressed in order to ensure the efficacy of this Act in areas such as Policy 

Framework and Implementation, Awareness and Public Engagement, Finance and 

Resource Allocation, Inter-Agency Coordination, Adaptation and Mitigation Measures 

and Capacity Building and Technological Transfer. Understanding these problem areas is 

crucial to facilitate the successful implementation of the National Climate Change Act of 

2021, which is aimed at promoting climate sanity and sustainable growth in 

Nigeria. Addressing these challenges collectively and responsibly can help build a more 

resilient and environmentally conscious society that thrives in harmony with the planet. 

1.3 Aim and Objective of the Study 

The main aim of this study is to examine the theoretical exposition on 

exposition on the National Climate Change Act of 2021 on sustainable growth in Nigeria. 

The specific objectives of the study are to: 
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1. Assess the effectiveness of the National Climate Change Act in mitigating climate

change and its effects in Nigeria;

2. Evaluate the approach of the Act towards promoting sustainable growth and

development in the country;

3. Identify the influence of the Act on public awareness and participation in climate

change-related actions and policies;

4. Analyze the role of the Act in strengthening the local, regional, and international

cooperation on climate change adaptation and mitigation measures;

5. Examine the contributions of the Act towards fostering innovation and investment in

clean and renewable energy technologies in Nigeria; and

6. Identify key challenges and implementation gaps in the National Climate Change Act,

and propose appropriate strategies and recommendations to optimize its effectiveness

in promoting sustainable growth.

2.0 CONCEPTUAL REVIEW 

2.1 Policies and Strategies 

One important policy related to climate change is the Paris Agreement, which was 

adopted in 2015 by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC). The agreement aims to limit global warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius 

above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 

degrees Celsius. Countries that have ratified the agreement are required to submit 

nationally determined contributions (NDCs), which outline their goals and strategies for 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

Another important policy is the Clean Air Act, which was first passed by the 

U.S. Congress in 

1963 and has been amended several times since then. The law regulates air 

pollution by setting limits on the amount of certain pollutants that can be released into the 

atmosphere. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is responsible for implementing 

and enforcing the Clean Air Act. 

In terms of sustainable growth, the United Nations has developed the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), which were adopted in 2015 as part of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development. The SDGs include 17 goals and 169 targets related to social, 

economic, and environmental sustainability, such as ending poverty, promoting gender 

equality, and combating climate change. Many countries have developed their own 

strategies for achieving the SDGs. 

2.2 Relationship between Sustainable Growth and Climate Change 

As I mentioned earlier, there was no "Climate Change Act of 2021" in the United 

States as of my knowledge cutoff date of 2021. However, I can provide some information 

on the relationship between sustainable growth and climate change policies and strategies. 

Sustainable growth and climate change policies are often closely linked, as 
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achieving sustainable growth requires addressing the challenges posed by climate change. 

Climate change can have significant effects on economic growth, social well-being, and 

environmental sustainability, and addressing climate change is essential for achieving long-

term sustainable development. 

Climate change policies and strategies can contribute to sustainable growth by 

promoting the transition to a low-carbon economy, creating new opportunities for 

economic development, and improving public health and environmental quality. For 

example, investing in renewable energy and energy efficiency can create jobs and reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, while also improving energy security and reducing air pollution. 

In addition, sustainable growth policies can support climate change mitigation and 

adaptation efforts by promoting sustainable land use, protecting biodiversity, and 

improving resilience to climate influences. For instance, sustainable land use practices can 

help to reduce deforestation and promote carbon sequestration, while also supporting local 

livelihoods and promoting biodiversity. 

Overall, sustainable growth and climate change policies are complementary and 

mutually reinforcing, and both are essential for achieving a prosperous and sustainable 

future. 

2.3 Indicators of Sustainable Growth 

The National Climate Change Act of 2021 is a legislative proposal that aims to 

establish a comprehensive framework for addressing and mitigating the effects of climate 

change in Nigeria. The Act identifies several indicators of sustainable growth that are 

designed to help the country achieve its climate goals. These indicators are based on 

international best practices and are meant to guide policymakers in making decisions that 

promote sustainable development while also reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 

protecting the environment. 

Some of the key indicators of sustainable growth outlined in the National Climate 

Change Act of 2021 include: 

1. Renewable energy development - This indicator focuses on increasing the share of

renewable energy in the country's energy mix. The Act calls for the development of

policies and programmes that promote the use of renewable energy sources such as

solar, wind, hydro, geothermal, and biomass.

2. Energy efficiency and conservation - This indicator aims to reduce the country's

energy consumption by promoting energy efficiency and conservation measures. The

Act mandates the adoption of energy-efficient technologies and practices in various

sectors, including buildings, transportation, and industry.

3. Sustainable land use and management - This indicator focuses on promoting

sustainable land use practices that protect ecosystems and biodiversity while also

supporting economic development. The Act calls for the adoption of sustainable land

use planning and management approaches, including the protection of forest cover and

the promotion of sustainable agriculture.
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4. Waste management and reduction - This indicator aims to reduce the amount of

waste generated in the country and promote sustainable waste management practices

such as recycling, composting, and waste-to-energy technologies.

5. Climate-resilient infrastructure - This indicator focuses on promoting the

development of climate-resilient infrastructure that can withstand the effects of climate

change. The Act mandates the incorporation of climate change considerations in the

planning and design of infrastructure projects.

2.4 GDP, Employment and National Climate Change 

The National Climate Change Act of 2021 is expected to have both positive and 

negative effects on the Nigeria economy, particularly on GDP and employment. While 

the Act aims to promote sustainable growth and mitigate the effects of climate change, its 

implementation may also entail certain costs and adjustments that could affect economic 

activity and employment in certain sectors. 

Some of the potential effects of the National Climate Change Act of 2021 on GDP 

and employment include: 

1. Increased investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency - The Act's focus

on promoting renewable energy and energy efficiency is expected to drive investment

in these sectors, which could lead to increased economic activity and job creation.

According to a report by the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA),

renewable energy could support the creation of up to 400,000 jobs by 2030.

2. Shifts in employment patterns - The implementation of the Act's sustainable land use

and management policies could result in shifts in employment patterns, particularly in

the agriculture and forestry sectors. For example, the promotion of sustainable

agriculture practices may require changes in farming methods and crop selection,

which could affect the livelihoods of some farmers.

3. Costs of compliance - The implementation of the Act's policies and programmes

may entail certain costs for businesses and industries, particularly those that are highly

dependent on fossil fuels. For example, the adoption of energy-efficient technologies

or the shift to renewable energy sources may require upfront investments or changes in

production processes that could affect profitability in the short term.

4. Climate-related and the economy - The Act's focus on climate resilience could help

reduce the economic effects of climate-related events such as typhoons, floods, and

droughts. However, the occurrence of such events could also disrupt economic activity

and lead to losses in GDP and employment.

2.5 National Climate Change Act and the Industrial Sector 

The National Climate Change Act of 2021 aims to promote sustainable growth 

and mitigate the effects of climate change in the Nigeria. Its implementation is expected to 

have significant effects on various industry sectors in the country. While the Act's policies 

and programmes may entail certain costs and require adjustments in certain industries, they 
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also present opportunities for innovation and growth in sustainable sectors. 

Some of the key industry sectors that the National Climate Change Act could 

positively effect: 

1. Energy - The Act's focus on promoting renewable energy and energy efficiency is

expected to have a significant effect on the energy sector. The adoption of renewable

energy sources such as solar, wind, geothermal, and hydropower could lead to the

development of new industries and the growth of existing ones. However, the shift

towards renewable energy may also require adjustments in the fossil fuel industry,

which could affect employment and profitability positively in the short term.

2. Agriculture and forestry - The Act's sustainable land use and management policies

are expected to have a significant effect on the agriculture and forestry sectors. The

promotion of sustainable agriculture practices such as conservation agriculture and

agro forestry could lead to increased productivity and resilience in these sectors.

However, the transition towards sustainable land use may also require adjustments in

certain farming and forestry practices, which could affect employment and profitability

positively in the short term.

3. Transportation - The Act's focus on reducing greenhouse gas emissions is expected to

have a significant effect on the transportation sector. The promotion of public

transportation and the adoption of electric vehicles could lead to the development of

new industries and the growth of existing ones. However, the transition towards low-

carbon transportation may also require adjustments in certain industries such as oil and

gas, which could affect employment and profitability positively in the short term.

4. Construction and infrastructure - The Act's focus on climate-resilient infrastructure

is expected to have a significant effect on the construction and infrastructure sectors.

The incorporation of climate change considerations in the planning and design of

infrastructure projects could lead to the development of new technologies and the

growth of existing ones. However, the adoption of climate-resilient infrastructure may

also require adjustments in certain construction practices, which could affect

employment and profitability positively in the short term.

2.6 National Climate Change Act and Green Technologies and Innovations 

The National Climate Change Act of 2021 is an important piece of legislation that 

addresses the urgent need to mitigate and adapt to the effects of climate change. Green 

technologies and innovations have a significant role to play in achieving the goals of this 

act. Here are some effects of green technologies and innovations on the National Climate 

Change Act of 2021: 

1. Renewable Energy: The act sets a goal of achieving net-zero emissions by 2050.

Renewable energy technologies like solar, wind, and hydropower can help achieve this

goal by replacing the use of fossil fuels. According to a study by the National

Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), the U.S. could achieve 80% renewable
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electricity by 2035, leading to a 70% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from the 

power sector by 2035. This would have a significant effect on achieving the goals of 

the National Climate Change Act of 2021. 

2. Energy Efficiency: The act also aims to improve energy efficiency by 50% by 2030.

Green technologies like smart grid systems, energy-efficient buildings, and appliances

can help achieve this target. For example, the use of LED lighting could reduce energy

consumption by up to 75%, according to the Department of Energy.

3. Electric Vehicles: The act also promotes the use of electric vehicles (EVs) to reduce

emissions from the transportation sector. The use of EVs reduces greenhouse gas

emissions by 50-99% compared to conventional gasoline vehicles, according to the

Union of Concerned Scientists. The use of green technologies like charging stations

and battery storage systems can help support the deployment of EVs.

4. Carbon Capture and Storage: The act also supports the development of carbon

capture and storage (CCS) technologies to reduce emissions from industries such as

power and cement production. According to the International Energy Agency, CCS

could reduce global CO2 emissions by up to 15% by 2040. Green technologies like

direct air capture and carbon utilization could also play a role in reducing emissions.

2.7 National Climate Change Act and Public Health and Safety 

The Public Health and Safety National Climate Change Act of 2021 is a proposed 

legislation aimed at addressing the adverse effects of climate change on public health and 

safety. The enactment of this act would have significant effects on sustainable growth, as 

it would require the implementation of policies and strategies aimed at reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions and transitioning to a low-carbon economy. 

One of the key effects of the proposed legislation on sustainable growth would be 

the promotion of renewable energy sources, such as solar, wind, and hydropower, to 

replace traditional fossil fuel-based energy sources. This shift towards renewable energy 

sources would not only reduce greenhouse gas emissions but also create new jobs in the 

renewable energy sector, thus contributing to sustainable economic growth. 

Another effect of the Public Health and Safety National Climate Change Act of 

2021 on sustainable growth would be the promotion of energy efficiency in buildings, 

transportation, and industry. This would involve the implementation of measures such as 

the use of energy-efficient technologies, building codes that promote energy efficiency, 

and incentives for the adoption of electric vehicles. These measures would reduce energy 

consumption and greenhouse gas emissions, while also creating new business 

opportunities in the energy efficiency industry. 

Additionally, the proposed legislation would have positive effects on sustainable 

growth by promoting sustainable land use practices, such as reforestation and the protection 

of wetlands and other natural habitats. These practices would not only help to mitigate 

climate change but also promote biodiversity and ecosystem services, which are essential 

for sustainable development. 

In conclusion, the Public Health and Safety National Climate Change Act of 2021 
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would have significant effects on sustainable growth by promoting renewable energy, 

energy efficiency, and sustainable land use practices. By reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions and promoting sustainable practices, this legislation would contribute to a more 

sustainable and resilient economy and society. 

2.8 National Climate Change Act and Vulnerable Communities 

The Public Health and Safety National Climate Change Act of 2021 aims to address 

the negative effects of climate change on public health and safety, including those 

affecting vulnerable communities. The enactment of this act would have significant effects 

on sustainable growth, as it would require the implementation of policies and strategies 

aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions and promoting climate resilience in 

vulnerable communities. 

The proposed legislation could have a positive effect on sustainable growth, and 

that would promote climate resilience in vulnerable communities. This would involve 

measures such as improving infrastructure to withstand extreme weather events and 

promoting the use of green infrastructure, such as green roofs and permeable pavements, 

to mitigate the effects of urban heat islands. By promoting climate resilience in vulnerable 

communities, the legislation would help to reduce the economic and social costs of climate 

change, and contribute to sustainable growth. 

Another effect of the Public Health and Safety National Climate Change Act of 

2021 on sustainable growth would be the promotion of environmental justice. The 

legislation recognizes that vulnerable communities, such as low-income communities and 

communities of color, are often disproportionately affected by the negative effects of 

climate change. Therefore, the legislation would require the development of strategies to 

ensure that these communities are included and benefit from the transition to a low-carbon 

economy. This could include measures such as job training programmes and the promotion 

of community-owned renewable energy projects, which would create new job 

opportunities and promote sustainable economic growth in these communities. 

Furthermore, the proposed legislation would have positive effects on sustainable 

growth by promoting the adoption of sustainable agriculture practices. Agriculture is a 

significant source of greenhouse gas emissions, and vulnerable communities, such as 

smallholder farmers, are particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate change. The 

legislation would require the development of policies and programmes to promote 

sustainable agriculture practices, such as regenerative agriculture and agroforestry, which 

would not only reduce greenhouse gas emissions but also promote soil health and 

biodiversity, contributing to sustainable growth. 

In conclusion, the Public Health and Safety National Climate Change Act of 2021 

would have significant effects on sustainable growth by promoting climate resilience in 

vulnerable communities, environmental justice and sustainable agriculture practices. By 

addressing the negative effects of climate change on vulnerable communities, the 

legislation would contribute to a more sustainable and equitable society and economy. 
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2.9 The effects National Climate Change Act on Education and Awareness 

Programmes 

The Public Health and Safety National Climate Change Act of 2021 includes 

provisions for promoting education and awareness programmes on climate change. Such 

programmes can have significant effects on sustainable growth by increasing public 

understanding of the causes and effects of climate change, and encouraging individuals 

and businesses to adopt sustainable practices. Here are some of the effects that education 

and awareness programmes could have on sustainable growth: 

1. Promoting Behaviour Change: Education and awareness programmes can promote

behaviour change towards more sustainable practices. These programmes can educate

the public on the benefits of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, such as cost savings

and improved air quality, and encourage individuals to adopt low-carbon behaviours,

such as using public transportation, reducing energy consumption, and recycling. This

can contribute to sustainable growth by reducing resource consumption and emissions,

and promoting a more sustainable and circular economy.

2. Fostering Innovation: Education and awareness programmes can foster innovation

by promoting the development of new technologies and business models that support

sustainability. These programmes can inspire entrepreneurs and innovators to develop

new products and services that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, promote renewable

energy, and support sustainable agriculture and forestry. This can contribute to

sustainable growth by creating new opportunities for economic development, job

creation, and technological advancement.

3. Enhancing Collaboration: Education and awareness programmes can enhance

collaboration among individuals, businesses, and communities towards achieving

sustainability goals. These programmes can bring together stakeholders from different

sectors and industries to share knowledge, resources, and best practices, and work

towards common sustainability objectives. This can contribute to sustainable growth

by promoting social cohesion, stakeholder engagement, and collective action towards

achieving sustainability goals.

4. Supporting Policy Implementation: Education and awareness programmes can

support the implementation of policies and regulations aimed at reducing greenhouse

gas emissions and promoting sustainability. These programmes can educate the public

on the benefits and importance of policy measures, such as carbon pricing, renewable

energy standards, and energy efficiency regulations, and promote their adoption and

compliance. This can contribute to sustainable growth by creating a more favourable

policy environment for sustainable development.

Suffice it to say that, education and awareness programmes can have significant 

effects on sustainable growth by promoting behaviour change, fostering innovation, 

enhancing collaboration, and supporting policy implementation. The Public Health and 

Safety National Climate Change Act of 2021 recognises the importance of education and 
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awareness programmes in achieving sustainability goals, and includes provisions for their 

development and implementation. 

2.10 National Climate Change Act and Sustainable Growth 

The Act of National Climate Change of 2021 on Sustainable Growth is an 

important piece of legislation that aims to address the challenges of climate change and 

promote sustainable growth. The implementation of this act is crucial for achieving these 

objectives. Here are some ways in which the implementation can be strengthened: 

1. Increase public awareness and engagement: The implementation of the act should

involve a comprehensive public awareness and engagement campaign to educate

citizens about the importance of sustainable growth and the role they can play in

achieving it. This can include public meetings, workshops, and seminars, as well as the

use of media channels to disseminate information.

2. Incorporate climate change into planning and decision-making: The

implementation of the act should involve the incorporation of climate change

considerations into all planning and decision-making processes at the national,

regional, and local levels. This can include the development of climate change

adaptation plans, the incorporation of climate change considerations into land-use

planning, and the integration of climate change considerations into infrastructure

planning.

3. Encourage private sector engagement: The implementation of the act should involve

the encouragement of private sector engagement in sustainable growth initiatives. This

can include the provision of incentives for businesses that adopt sustainable practices

and the promotion of sustainable investment opportunities.

4. Strengthen institutional capacity: The implementation of the act should involve the

strengthening of institutional capacity to implement and enforce the provisions of the

act. This can include the provision of training for government officials and the

establishment of a dedicated agency to oversee the implementation of the act.

5. Monitor and evaluate progress: The implementation of the act should involve the

development of a comprehensive monitoring and evaluation framework to track

progress towards the achievement of the act's objectives. This can include the

establishment of key performance indicators, the development of data collection and

analysis systems, and the regular reporting of progress to stakeholders.

2.11 Encouraging Collaboration between Stakeholders on National Climate 

Change 

The National Climate Change Act of 2021 presents an opportunity for stakeholders 

to collaborate and work together towards achieving sustainable growth. Effective 

collaboration between stakeholders is essential for the successful implementation of the 

act and the achievement of its goals. Here are some ways to encourage collaboration 

between stakeholders on the National Climate Change Act of 2021: 
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1. Foster Communication: Effective communication is essential for collaboration.

Stakeholders should be encouraged to communicate openly and regularly with each

other. Regular meetings, workshops, and seminars can provide a platform for

stakeholders to exchange ideas, discuss challenges and opportunities, and develop a

common understanding of the goals and objectives of the act.

2. Build Trust: Trust is vital for collaboration. Stakeholders should be encouraged to

build trust through open and honest communication, mutual respect, and a shared

commitment to the common goal of sustainable growth. This can be achieved by

creating opportunities for stakeholders to work together, collaborate, and share

knowledge and expertise.

3. Encourage Participation: Participation of stakeholders is essential for collaboration.

Stakeholders should be encouraged to participate actively in the development and

implementation of the National Climate Change Act of 2021. This can be achieved by

involving stakeholders in the planning and decision-making processes, providing

opportunities for feedback and input, and recognizing and rewarding contributions to

the implementation of the act.

4. Provide Resources: Resources are essential for collaboration. Stakeholders should be

provided with the necessary resources, including funding, technical expertise, and

capacity building, to enable them to effectively participate in the development and

implementation of the act.

5. Foster a Collaborative Culture: A collaborative culture is necessary for effective

collaboration. Stakeholders should be encouraged to work together in a spirit of

cooperation, respect, and shared responsibility. This can be achieved by promoting a

collaborative culture through leadership, communication, and recognition of

collaborative efforts.

3.0 SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 Summary and Conclusion 

The National Climate Change Act of 2021 is a significant step towards achieving 

sustainable growth in Nigeria. The Act recognises the urgent need to address climate 

change and the importance of sustainable development in achieving this goal. The act 

provides a framework for addressing climate change through mitigation, adaptation, and 

resilience-building measures, and it emphasizes the need for collaboration between 

stakeholders to achieve sustainable growth. 

An exposition on the National Climate Change Act of 2021 on sustainable growth 

requires a comprehensive evaluation of its implementation and effectiveness. While it is 

too early to provide an exposition on the Act fully, it is essential to recognise the potential 

benefits of its implementation. The Act can provide a roadmap for sustainable growth by 

promoting investments in low-carbon infrastructure, encouraging public-private 

partnerships, and aligning infrastructure investments with the Sustainable Development 

Goals. 
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Moreover, the implementation of the National Climate Change Act of 2021 can 

bring significant economic benefits, such as job creation, increased energy efficiency, and 

reduced energy costs. These benefits can contribute to sustainable growth and 

development, while also reducing the greenhouse gas emissions and improving the 

country's resilience to climate change. 

In conclusion, the National Climate Change Act of 2021 presents an opportunity 

to achieve sustainable growth while addressing the urgent threat of climate change. Its 

successful implementation requires collaboration, innovation, and a commitment to 

sustainable development. 

3.2 Recommendations 

To enhance the National Climate Change Act of 2021 on sustainable growth 

in Nigeria, a multipronged approach is needed, which includes legislations, policy 

frameworks, investments, capacity building, and increased public awareness. Here are 

some recommendations to achieve this: 

1. Strengthen existing policies: Review and amend relevant environmental and climate- 

related policies to ensure they target key aspects of sustainable growth, such as

emissions reduction, afforestation, and development of renewable energy projects.

2. Set ambitious targets: Define clear targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions,

increasing renewable energy production, and enhancing energy efficiency within

sectors such as agriculture, industry, and transportation.

3. Capacity building: Build the capacity of national and local institutions to effectively

plan, implement, and monitor climate change adaptation and mitigation measures.

Offer training, technical assistance, and support to help them overcome key barriers in

achieving sustainable growth.

4. Public awareness and engagement: Increase public awareness of climate change

effects and the importance of sustainable growth by engaging stakeholders, including

community leaders, NGOs, and businesses, to advocate for climate action.

5. Integrate climate considerations into development plans: Ensure that climate

change adaptation and mitigation measures are consistently incorporated into national,

regional, and local development plans to promote sustainable growth.

6. Establish a green financing facility: Establish a dedicated financing facility that can

support the implementation of climate-smart projects, such as renewable energy,

energy efficiency, and climate-resilient infrastructure.

7. Invest in research and development: Encourage research and development

collaborations between academic institutions, government agencies, and the private

sector to generate innovative technologies and solutions for addressing climate change.

8. Enhance monitoring and evaluation: Establish a robust monitoring and evaluation

system to track the effectiveness of climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies

and periodically review their progress to ensure their relevance and feasibility for

achieving sustainable growth in Nigeria.
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