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About the Journal
Jos Journal of Linguistics, Literature and Culture (JJOLLAC) is a peer-reviewed, online
journal dedicated to publishing research on a full range of topics related to Nigerian
languages, literatures and cultures in all areas. It welcomes high quality well-researched
original manuscripts on theoretical, descriptive and experimental aspects of areas within its
scope of coverage. It is a publication of the Department of Linguistics and Nigerian
Languages, Faculty of Arts, University of Jos, Nigeria.

Editorial Policy

The journal publishes two issues every year — in April and September. Supplementary and
special editions may be published as the need arises. Submissions are received throughout the
year. Final revisions for the April edition must be received on or before March 20, and final
revisions for the September edition must be received on or before August 15. Each edition
endeavours to publish articles that spread across different areas of its scope of coverage.

Submitted manuscripts are subjected to an internal review by the Editorial Board, after
which those accepted for consideration are sent to three external reviewers for
evaluation. Final publication depends on the quality of the manuscript and the
recommendations of the external reviewers.

Peer Review Policy

Three external assessors are assigned for each manuscript. A manuscript is deemed
publishable on the receipt of two positive review reports. Otherwise, the manuscript would be
rejected. Reviewers are given one month for the review of manuscripts. In the event of a
delay, a gentle reminder would be sent to the reviewer and an additional period of two weeks
would be granted for the completion of the review. However, if the review report is not
turned in after six weeks, a new reviewer would be assigned for the manuscript.

Copyright and licensing

JJOLLAC is a full open access journal. The copyright of each article is jointly owned by the
author and the publisher. Each author of a published manuscript is entitled to one print copy
of the journal after publication.

Submissions

Areas covered by JIOLLAC include, but are not limited to: phonology, phonetics,
phonotactics, syntax, morphology, morphosyntax, lexicology, lexicography, semantics,
pragmatics, stylistics, sociolinguistics, contact linguistics, bilingualism, multilingualism,
literature, language and culture, ethnolinguistics, historical and comparative linguistics,
translation, language in the media, forensic linguistics, computational linguistics, and sign
language linguistics. Only papers that have not been published, or are not in consideration for
publication elsewhere can be submitted to JJOLLAC.



Guidelines for Contributors

Submissions  should be done electronically by e-mail attachment to:
editor.jjollac@gmail.com.Receipt of submissions will be acknowledged by e-mail.
Authors should submit along with the manuscript, but separately, the name(s) of the author(s)
in the form in which they wish them to appear under the title of the article, current institution,
mailing address, e-mail address and a contact telephone number. Manuscripts should be in
MS-Word, typed in Times New Roman 12-point font, with 1.5 line spacing, and should not
exceed 5000 words (including endnotes and references). Manuscripts that exceed 5000 words
may be acceptable depending on the content and the decision of the Board. Sections in
manuscripts should include Introduction, Literature Review, Methodology, Data Analysis and
Conclusion. All manuscripts should have an abstract (100-200 words) with relevant keywords
(minimum of 3 and maximum of 6). Authors may translate their abstract into any one
language of their choice whose readership they want to attract, including Nigerian languages.
The referencing style should be the latest edition of the APA style (currently the 7™ edition).
Very importantly, authors must ensure that their papers are read by a professional proof-
reader before submission. A handling charge is required along with each submission. Upon
peer review and acceptance, a publication fee will be required.

Formatting Guidelines

Paragraphs. The beginning of a paragraph should be indicated by tab indentation of 1.0 cm
and there should be no line gap for a new paragraph. However, the first paragraph under a
section or sub-section heading should not be indented.

Numbering system. Data examples, tables, figures, and rules should each have a separate
numbering system. Tables, figures, etc. should be placed at the appropriate place within the
text.

Numbering of examples. Data examples should be numbered consecutively and should be
backspaced to the margin.

Alignment of examples. All data examples should be aligned correctly with the literal
‘morpheme-by-morpheme’ gloss, using tabs.

Section numbering should start with 1 for the Introduction, and proceed to 2, 3, etc. for main
sections, 2.1, 2.2, etc. for subsections, and 2.1.1, 2.1.2, etc. for sub-sub-sections. Numbering
of subsections should not go beyond three figures. All headings should start at the left margin
and should be in bold type.

Capitalization. Main sections should be rendered in title case while sub-sections and sub-
sub-sections should be rendered in sentence case.

Endnotes (not footnotes) may be used. These should be numbered automatically and should
precede References.
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Editorial Note

It is with great delight that | present to you the maiden issue of the Jos Journal of Linguistics,
Literature and Culture (JJOLLAC), which is housed in the Department of Lingusitics and
Nigerian Languages, University of Jos, Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria. It is quite heartening that
for this very first issue, we experienced a quick response to the call for submissions and
received manuscripts on a wide range of topics within the three-fold scope of the journal —
linguistics, literature and culture. After a very rigorous peer review process, five out of
twelve submissions were deemed to be of impressive quality to grace the pages of this
volume. This is a very modest but remarkable start for JJOLLAC in its commitment to
publishing only high quality well-researched original manuscripts.

It is also noteworthy that the journal has continued to receive manuscripts after the call
deadline of the maiden issue. This aligns with JJOLLAC’s policy of receiving submissions
throughout the year, and signals a bright future for the journal.

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to our manuscript assessors, who very kindly undertook the
task without charge. We are indeed grateful! We are also immensely thankful to our Advisory
Board for the support and encouragement offered to the journal as it took its first steps. The
assurance of the continuous support of these highly accomplished academics gives us the
needed courage to reach for the skies. Indeed the future is bright for JJOLLAC.

As we look forward to that bright future, we encourage potential contributors to the journal
to acquaint themselves with the author guidelines and the journal style, as this makes the
editorial process easier.

JJOLLAC is deeply committed to providing a unique space for leading research on
linguistics, literature and culture. Enjoy the exciting papers on offer in this maiden issue.

Prof. Thugma I. Akinremi
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